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the duties of their office by acts that contributed to the passing from
a state of peace to a state of war or by acts that later aggravated the
consequences of the situation thus created".175 It was before this
court that Mandel and the other ex-ministers were to be tried.
The German government wanted the scope of the trial to be limited
to determination of responsibility for the declaration of war. They
wanted the court to convict the politicians who had urged France to
prepare for war and to maintain her alliances. In German eyes, therefore,
these men were responsible for the war itself. This viewpoint was
supported within Vichy by Laval, the pacifists and the generals, who
were afraid that they themselves would be compromised by an investi-
gation into responsibility for the defeat176 The Court's preliminary
inquiry made slow progress and the Germans forced Marshal Petain
to condemn Reynaud and Mandel to life imprisonment before the
trial itself started.
When the Riom trials did finally begin in February 1942, the cases
of Paul Reynaud and Georges Mandel were excluded from considera-
tion. It had been rumoured that Mandel might escape prosecution
because of his collection of dossiers, which probably contained com-
promising information about the members of the Vichy government.177
They should make interesting reading if ever found, but they appear
to have played no part in the decision not to try MandeL
After eighteen months of preliminary investigation, the Court had
decided to limit the scope of the trial to the determination of responsi-
bility for the lack of preparation for war. This rejection of the German
thesis excluded the cases of Mandel and Reynaud, because as the
Procurator-General, M. Cassagnau, explained, "they cannot be blamed
for the lack of preparation. On the contrary, if there are two men
who should be congratulated, they are M. Mandel and M. Paul
Reynaud, for they wanted to prepare for the war and defend France
at all costs." 178
Although guilty of no offence in the eyes of the Court, Mandel and
Reynaud were still kept in prison. On 15 November 1941 they were
transferred to the fort of Portalet near the Spanish border in accordance
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